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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – December 3, 2018 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Bob Goodrich, 
Roberta Visser, Linda Hunt, Jane Johnson and Beverly Bernard.  
 
ABSENT  
Miguel Picanco 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Airport Manager Jack Wozmak, Ross Tsantoulis, PE with DuBois & King, Inc., Open Space Committee (OSC) Chair 
Sharon Greatbatch and member Jeanne Thieme, Town Administrator Michael Branley, Jim Ferrante from 
Meadowsend. 
 
MINUTES 

o Meeting Minutes of November 5, 2018 were considered. Motion by Johnson to approve the Minutes of 
November 5, 2018. There was a second by Goodrich. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

o Special Meeting Minutes of November 13, 2018 were considered. Motion by Hunt to approve the Special 
Meeting Minutes of November 13, 2018. There was a second by Johnson. All were in favor except 
Goodrich who abstained. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Keene Airport Wetland Project 
Ross Tsantoulis, PE with Dubois & King was present to discuss the reconstruction of one of the taxiways at the 
Dillant-Hopkins Airport and the plans for mitigation of wetlands that will be eliminated by the construction.  
 
Smith reported a meeting was held with New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services presenting the 
various projects proposed at the November 13, 2018 meeting of the OSC and Conservation Commission. Smith 
said that Lori Sommer with NH DES said that mitigation isn’t usually associated with a dam and the most favorable 
option to NH DES is preservation of the Granquist property since it is a migratory waterfowl sanctuary, a priority 
habitat. NH DES was to contact Monadnock Conservancy to review probate, deed, and NH DES needs to be listed 
for rights for inspection. Tsantoulis said that Sommer suggested the Town anticipate the number to increase to 
$75,000 to $100,000 for the project.  
 
Tsantoulis presented the wetland permit application for the airport project grant to the Conservation 
Commission. Branley said he will work with Monadnock Conservancy to get the legal work done. 
 
Greatbatch asked about purchasing the entire piece with the house and Branley suggested that wasn’t an option. 
There was a discussion about the Town’s decision about who would end up owning the property, the Town or the 
Monadnock Conservancy. Additionally the Town needs to budget an adequate amount of funds to monitor the 
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property if it is owned by the Town. Wozmak said there is enough land with the Granquist property to satisfy the 
legal mitigation required by the grant agency.  
 
Thieme said the OSC had already spoken to the Monadnock Conservancy prior to the airport project arising. She 
said a lot of the information has already been worked up.  
 
Greatbatch said she would like to include the house in the project since it might protect the land and it offers 
access to the land, which has limited access otherwise. Wozmak said the funds for mitigation would not include 
purchase of the house. Bernard asked if Conservation Land Acquisition Fund could be used to purchase the house 
and its surrounding property should the family decide to sell it. Branley said he wasn’t sure but the house may 
stay in the family. Discussion was held about access to the wildlife land, perhaps off Katy Lane, which could 
possibly be purchased using Conservation Land Acquisition funds. Wozmak stressed that the estimate for the 
project could be as much as $100,000.  
 

Motion was made by Bernard to approve the wetlands permit for the Dillant-Hopkins airport 
project to extend taxi-way A, authorizing the Chair to sign the permit, and to name the Granquist 
project as the selected mitigation project. Johnson seconded the motion. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
Smith asked for next steps. Branley said the next step is to speak to the attorney regarding the estate, which 
needs to be open for six months. Between now and June the Town can work with the Monadnock Conservancy to 
develop the actual plan. Branley said he would contact the Conservancy.  
 
There was a discussion about when the funds would be available to the Town. Ross said the grant application is 
due April 1st. Ross said it would take a couple of months to arrive at the total need for funding for the project. 
 
Meadowsend reports on 3 town-owned properties 
Jim Ferrante was present to discuss the properties: 

 Forbush Hill about 55 acres located to the east of Monadnock Highway and the Cheshire Fair grounds and 
to the west of Laurel and Hill Streets. Ferrante said the land has poor access – there is an old wood road 
that could be used, but there is no road frontage. The land is abutted by private landowners. He said it is 
mature forest. The boundaries are poorly marked. He said a surveyor might need to be hired. Land is 
old-field white pine. It is abandoned agriculture land. High-quality hardwood is starting to grow beneath 
pine. Recommended to remove overabundance of hemlock and remove Japanese Barberry invasive 
species. Most practical access is coming in from Laurel Street. Ferrante said the priority is to monument 
the land boundaries.  
 
Management Recommendation: Control invasive Japanese Barberry, remove mature high-risk and 
low-quality pine to release pole hardwood growing stock, reduce overall abundance of hemlock, due to 
inevitable HWA infestation, then to remove low quality hardwoods and mature aspen, capture value of 
mature and high-risk oak, create gaps to establish regeneration. 
 

Motion was made by Hunt to allow the Forbush Hill, Map 1, Lot 1 land to remain as is but to blaze 
the boundaries of the land to clarify that the land belongs to the Town of Swanzey, second by 
Goodrich and discussion ensued about what the ideal action would be with unlimited funds. All 
were in favor. Motion passed. 
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 Map 32, Lot 32 with 53.23 acres off Old Homestead Highway and approximately 2 miles south of the 
intersection with Sawyers Crossing Road, which is access to Honey Hill via a small parking area. The 
property was harvested relatively recently and Ferrante recommended holding off for five to ten or more 
years before considering harvesting high-quality timber. He said the eastern boundary has been surveyed, 
but there is a need for boundaries at the north and east and west. The southern boundary has been well 
blazed by the Ames family. 

 
Management Recommendations: Nothing as this time. In 5 to 10 years the property should be assessed 
for the need to thin the softwood over-story and a release of pockets of black birch regeneration. 

 
Motion was made by Johnson to monument the boundaries of the property, there was second by 
Visser, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 

 Mount Cresson property was discussed. 140+ acres. Ferrante said there was some harvesting in the past 
in the northern corner of the property and the parking lot was the landing when that was done. He noted 
an LCHIP easement on the land and he said there is action to obtain a record of the easement deed to 
make sure that harvesting could be done. The deed will provide the management plan which is a good 
reference for Meadowsend. Harvesting would be done with oversight by Meadowsend. Meadowsend 
would lay out the skid rows and paint the trees to be cut, and lay out any sensitive areas to avoid. 
Greatbatch noted that it is a nice area to hike and harvesting would impact on hiking. Ferrante said 
Meadowsend would try to minimize impact of that nature. The goal is to create beneficial environment 
for oak to grow. Ferrante spoke about the options for logging, saying each option has positives and 
negative aspects. He referred to cut-to-length logging. Goodrich asked about a landing on the southern 
end of the land and Ferrante agreed it would be better than using the old landing. Hunt pointed out the 
Town could designate which trees to cut, saving the old oaks. Ferrante said high-risk oak should be 
harvested. These are trees that may not be standing in future years. Subject to LCHIP requirements, we 
could agree to the recommendations of Meadowsend. 

 
Management Recommendations: Harvest as soon as possible, remove mature and high-risk pine, reduce 
overall abundance of hemlock, due to inevitable HWA infestation, capture value of mature and high-risk 
oak, create gaps to establish regeneration. 

 
Motion was made by Visser to approve the Meadowsend recommendation, managing the oak 
and removing hemlock due to inevitable HWA infestation and high-risk pine, and capture value of 
mature and high-risk oak and create gaps to establish regeneration subject to LCHIP deed 
limitations. There was a second by Johnson. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
Invasive Species Control Plan 
Bernard reminded the members that Conner Tilton said he will remind the Commission to schedule him in 
February/March, 2019. She noted that Tilton said he would visit the Riley property site and give the Commission 
an assessment and cost for adding the Riley property to the work but he has not yet contacted Bernard with any 
information, possibly due to early arrival of snow in the area. 
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There was a discussion about the person who treated the invasive species in the past. Johnson suggested 
contacting that person to learn more about his treatment and why the invasive plants have come back so quickly. 
Smith suggested putting this item for further discussion later in 2019 and the members agreed. 
 
2019 Planning Meeting January 15, 2019 at 10 am 

 Smith confirmed this and asked the members for a snow date in case of bad weather. The members 
decided not to have a snow date. No January 7, 2019 meeting. 

 Smith passed out a printout that explained the origins for the Conservation Commission and Open Space 
Committees as background for meeting. 

 Smith passed out an email from Stephen Stepenuck regarding insights for some of the conservation lands 
as starting points for the meeting in January. 

 
Sawyer’s Crossing No Dumping Sign 
Johnson spoke about consulting with Yale Forest about the site. 
 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Total spending is $13,265 for the year. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Cresson/Honey Hill Inspection Reports 
Smith reported that Bob McKelvey said he has the maps together and hopes to get the reports done by November 
24, 2018. 
 
Conservation Commission members 
There was a discussion about the Commission needing both regular members and alternates. Johnson said she 
might approach neighbors about joining the commission. 
 
Natural Resources Inventory – Final Report 
Bernard will contact Jeff Littleton regarding when the final report will be available. 
 
Canyon Springs 
Smith said he was contacted by NH DES and they informed Smith that the applicant had 30 days to appeal and 
they did not do so. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Hunt with a second from Visser. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred at 
5:57 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


